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THE LIGHT OF CHRISTIAN PIETY. 


“Holding forth the word of life.” —Pururrprans ii.'16. 


Tuts passage has reference to Christians. Theyare represented 
‘as shining like lights in the world,” and are exhorted to “ hold 
forth the word of life.” There may be an allusion here to light- 
houses. Christians are designed to be, to those who are on the 
rough treacherous sea of life, what light-houses are to mariners: 
to warn them off from the rocks of temptation and sin, to keep 
them fron making wreck of their souls, and to guide them to the 
desired haven. ‘ Holding forth the word of life.” The subject 
naturally divides itself into three branches: I. The life here 
spoken of; Il. The propriety of the phrase ‘‘ word of life,” as 
applied to the gospel ; and II. The mode in which this life is to be 
held forth by Christians. 

I. The life here spoken of. It is not that life which scarce de- 
serves the name, animal life, temporal life; a life limited to but 
a few days, and a life full of trouble. The gospel was not ~ 
to remove all evils incident to the present state, or to confer an 
immortality of existence here upon the earth. It contemplates 
something higher and nobler—the life of the soul. The life then 
here meant, is spiritual life. Men are naturally dead, “dead in 
trespasses and sins.” When our first parents plucked the for- 
bidden fruit, they not only died, but were the occasion of death 
in all their posterity. ‘In Adam all die.” By his fall, 0% 
ity has pervaded the human race. All are born spiritually dead, 
and must be born again ; all are born spiritually dead, and to be 
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saved must be made spiritually alive. Spiritual life implies a 
conviction of the fact of spiritual death—the creation of a new 
heart and the renewing of a right spirit; and the existence of 
this life is manifested by a delight in God and the things of God. 

The life also of the text is a life of perfect blessedness. Spiritual 
life being the life of the soul, it goes along with the soul when 
the body is dropped; and such is the nature of this life, that in 
the presence of the Lord in heaven its possessor has full enjoy- 
ment. The future state of him who is endued with spiritual life 
in this world is one of pure and unmingled happiness. He there 
ceases from the toil, fatigue and trouble of his earthly pilgrimage ; 
is made free from the bondage of sin; is no more tempted, terri- 
fied, or deceived ; is united to the spirits of the just, to angels, to 
Jesus and to God, and has an eternal weight of glory. This life 
is likewise a life of endless advancement. ‘The faculties of the soul, 
spiritually alive, are invigorated and exalted by constant renewal. 
They expand and receive fresh energy as ages roll away, and 
hence are enabled to comprehend more and more of the Divine 
character and government, and to penetrate farther and farther 
into the unfathomable depths of redeeming love! Such, briefly, 
is the life here spoken of: “Holding forth the word of life.” 
We pass, 

MI. To the propriety of this phrase, ** word of life,” as applied 
to the GOSPEL. 

1. We observe that there is a marked propriety in it, because’ 
the gospel publishes the way in which this life may be obtained. The 
gospel is the only source from which information on this sub- 
jectis derived. Previous to its promulgation, “* darkness covered 
the earth, and gross darkness the people.” All mankind alien- 
ated from a life superior to rational, the life of God, and lying 
under the power of-moral death, none could say how they might 
‘pass from death unto life.” It remained for Christ to declare 
the way inhis gospel. “1am come,” said he, “a light into the 
world, that whosoever believeth on me should not walk in dark- 
ness, but have the light of life. Iam come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” He pro- 
claimed the mode in which it might be obtained, and inspired 
apostles to record this mode, and transmit it to us. He applied 
the key to this great mystery, hidden from ages and generations, 
unlocked it ar made it plain. He sheathed the flaming sword 
which turned every way to keep the way of the tree of life, and 
opened the medium of access to its quickening fruits. Now all 
is level to the humble capacity of a child. He who runs may 
read the gospel, and, though dead unto divine things, be made 
alive unto God, through Jesus Christ. From these pages we 
learn, that when Jehovah might have poured out the vial of in- 
censed wrath upon our guilty race, opened the armory of heaven 
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and planted its artillery against us, that, amazing grace! he sent 


-his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. ‘God so loved 


the world that he gave his only-begotton Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
This life flows to us from the wounded side of the holy Sufferer. 
He who penitently embraces him who hung on Calvary, has by 
this union a current of immortal life rolled in upon his soul. 
“He who hath the Son, hath life.’ This the gospel tells us ; 
this blessed truth it discloses, and hence is called “ the word of 
life.” Well may we exclaim with Simon Peter, “ Lord, to whom 
shall we go but unto thee? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
2. Again: It is the gospel which unfolds the excellency of this 
life. It not only reveals to us the life, but sets before us its value. 
It shows us that it is a remedy for death ; that he who has it not 
is dead while he liveth, and must soon die to all hope and hap- 
iness for ever; while he who possesses it ‘is made perfectly 
ana in the full enjoyment of God to all eternity.” It meets 
the inquirer, ‘* Who can show me any good ?”’ and shows him 
that what he wants as a fallen, yet immortal creature, is this life 
of the soul. The gospel embosoms what the necessities of man 
demand. Here is pardon for guilt, sanctification for corruption, 
justification for condemnation ; here is found peace of conscience, 
defense from danger, and the joys of the Holy Ghost. All this 
is wrapped up in the word of life ; all this the gospel unfolds to 
make its value appreciated, and to urge the wisdom of cordially 
receiving it. 
3. Again: The gospel is the word of life, not only because it 
SS the mode in which this life may be obtained, and ex- 
ibits its inestimable excellence, but because it actually produces 
life. ‘There is no life without it, and there is life with it. “ My 
words,”’says the Saviour, ‘‘ they are spirit, and they are life.” This 
is the grand peculiarity of the gospel: it makes itself felt. Other 
narratives, other treatises on morals, can only come before the 
mind ; they have not power so to act upon the mind as to com- 
pel assent. Not so the gospel: there goes along with 7¢ a divine 
influence, which when put forth is irresistible. This influence is 
called “ the spirit of Christ,” as the word is called “ the word 
of Christ ;” and when the two are combined, as Christ is 
willing they should be, and often causes them to be, then is the 
gospel “quick and powerful,” and “like the fire and like the 
hammer, it breaketh the heart of rock in pieces;’ then is it 
“mighty to the pulling down of strongholds.” As we have 
said, there is no life without the gospel. Go where you will, and, 
so you find not the gospel there, you find not life there. One 
dreary, uniform death broods over the entire region. Its inhab- 
itants are but as corpses, so far as spiritual life is concerned. 
‘How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?” 
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Faith cometh by hearing, and life cometh by faith. And itis also 
true, as has been said, that where is the gospel, there is life. No 
where is it prayerfully read, or faithfully preached, for any con- 
siderable time, without its quickening effects are made visible. 
Minds are inclined to thought, to Christ, to heaven; and of some 
there it may be said, ** You hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” Emphatically, therefore, is the word of 
life a proper representation of the gospel. 

4. I only add, further, that it likewise supports life. It is to 
the spiritual principle what the soil, the sun, and the shower are 
to the plant. It is the divinely prepared nutriment for the soul; 
it is to it what food is to the body: it is the pabulum of life. 
‘The living soul has an appetite, and without it is fed by the word, 
there is great debility, ifnot the extinguishment of vitality. Hence 
the exhortation of the apostle: ‘“* As new-born babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby ;” as also 
the striking remark of Christ: ‘* I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven ; and the bread that I will give is my flesh, 
vwhich I will give for the life of the world.” One principal rea- 
son why the cause of piety declined in the fourth century, after 
‘it had become so generally diffused, was, that this support of the 
“word was taken away. The preacher’s voice could not always 
sound, and there was then no printed page. This cut the sinews 

-of strength. And the cause why religion now languishes in any 
heart is, because that heart does not sufficiently draw from the 
gospel stores. ‘ Sanctity them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth.” The thriving soul has the wholesome diet of the word, 
and by vigor thus communicated, approaches the stature and the 
strength of a perfect man in Christ. ‘* Vigor of divine life can- 
not be sustained, without an earnest and constant use of the Word 
of God. The pale and sickly growth of a plant in a dark cellar 
“ig an apt similitude of the piety of those who make little use of 
the word of life. The intenser beams of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, steadily playing upon the soul, are indispensable to give 
the soul the flush and vigor of health.”” So peculiarly appropri- 
ate is the title ** word of life’? to the gospel, it reveals life, pro- 
duces it, exalts it,and sustains it. It is enlightening, quickening, 
and imperishable ; and when it shall be every where known and 
studied and believed, and “the knowledge of the Lord covers 
‘the earth,” this earth, so long the valley of death, and the char- 
nel-house of unnumbered abominations, shall be like to Paradise 
:above. We come, 

III. To the mode in which this life should be held forth by 
‘Christians. ‘* Holding forth the word of life.” 

1, They should hold it forth by a@ public avowal of their belief 
of it, and their purpose to obey it. 

This is an unbelieving world. Christ ‘came unto his own, and 
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his own received him not.” ‘ He is despised and rejected of 
men.” His gospel, too, finds many who deny the divinity of its 
origin, and multitudes more who view its contents as of trifling 
importance. It devolves then upon those who heartily believe 
the gospel, who have felt its convicting and converting power 
upon their souls, to declare this their belief. Never should they 
when they hear it spoken lightly of, never should they when 
thrown into the society of the doubting or skeptical, fail to speak 
of their high appreciation of it, and that they bow in reverence to 
its authority. his, however, is notad/. As it is the will of Christ 
that his people should live not solitarily, but in visible association, 
as he has commanded them openly to join themselves to him, 
every sincere believer of the gospel is solemnly bound to con- 
nect himself with those of kindred sentiments and feelings, and 
to enter into covenant with Christ. According to inspiration and 
established usage, he is to do this publicly. The broken body 
and shed blood of the Redeemer depict in rays of light his 
mediatorial character on which salvation is founded ; and when 
“we eat of that bread and drink of that cup,” we are expressly 
told that we thereby “show forth the Lord’s death.” It is the 
duty of believers thus to show it forth. «Do this,”’ says Christ, 
‘‘in remembrance of me.’’ He well knew what effect his table, 
covered with the symbols of his suffering love, and his children 
seated around it, would have upon an unbelieving world ; he knew 
that it was calculated to produce thought, and to open the sluices 
of penitence, and to multiply conquests to the truth. Hence the 
plain command to his friends to set that table, and to place them- 
selves around it, and, from that heavenly place in Christ Jesus, 
to hold forth his word of life. The believer there says: ‘1 ac- 
knowledge that I possess that guilt and depravity which ren- 
dered a Divine interference in my behalf necessary ; I believe 
that such a work was undertaken and finished by the great Re- 
deemer ; I embrace his gospel and himself; and here, sitting at 
his table, with the memorials of his affection and compassion in 
my hands and at my lips, I proclaim him to be the all-sufficient 
and only Saviour of mankind!” Who does not see that such a 
confession before men is a confession that they must under- 
stand and feel; and that when Christians thus come together, 
and thus explictly and harmoniously declare their sentiments, 
that there goes from them a power to arrest attention and pro- 
mote inquiry, and an influence most favorable to righteousness? 
Hence the stress laid upon the duty of professing religion by Je- 
sus Christ, and the sin of those who shrink back from discharg- 
ing this duty. The word of life is to be held forth by individu- 
als in their collective capacity as a church. It is thus that their 
light, blending with the light of others, emits a splendor that is 
seen, a splendor which is far pervading, and which attracts, like. 
the star of Bethlehem, to the person of the Saviour! 
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2. Again: Christians are to hold forth the word of life by their 
consistent, exemplary deportment. As He who hath called them is 
holy, called them to resemble himself, called them to be his rep- 
resentatives on the earth, while he is gone to prepare a place for 
them in heaven ; so they are to be holy in all manner of conver- 
sation. If there is any thing just, pure, lovely, and of good re- 
port, the gospel enjoins upon us to practise it; and if there js any 
thing sinful, base, and dishonorable, the gospel enjoins upon us to 
avoid it. Those then who profess to believe the gospel and to 
make it ‘¢ the man of their counsel and the guide of their lives,” 
are expected, and properly expected, to be bright examples of 
the power of godliness. And when they are so—when there is 
a correspondence between their principles and their lives, when 
their profession is followed by legitimate fruits, then are the mouths 
of the wicked stopped, and the honor of God advanced upon the 
earth. Believers are called “the Lord’s witnesses ;” they wit- 
ness, by their profession and conduct, to the excellence of his 
word. When this word meets the eyes, or is proclaimed in the 
hearing of the impenitent, it is designed that the force of it upon 
their minds and hearts should be augmented by the daily exem- 
plary walk of Christians. If this walk is not exemplary, the con- 
tradiction between the word and the witness makes the word 
of none effect. Onthe contrary, if the arrows of truth are pointed 
and winged by the silent eloquence of the holy lives of the peo- 
ple of God, they reach the conscience and bring the rebel to sub- 
mission. ‘True religion is indeed experimental, and in this re- 
spect, as a matter between us and our Maker, is concealed from 
public view. The spark of grace is not kindled in the heart by 
observation. The soft gales of the Spirit, which subdue and 
regenerate, go, like the wind, where they please. But when they 
have once savingly visited a soul, they sanctify what is social, 
kind and tender in that soul, and produce appropriate results in 
the behavior of their subject. Then does he commune with 
Christ; then is the breath of prayer sweet ; then is the gospel 
precious ; then does he pant afier assimilation to the Divine im- 
age; and then his affections, instead of being chained to earth, 
rise above earth, and fasten upon the skies. This cannot be, and 
be unnoticeable. A walk so different from the worldling, the 
avaricious, the ambitious, will be referred to a difference of prin- 
ciple, whose foundation is the word of life, and thus will he 
‘adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour.” This is preaching by 
action, the most effective of preaching. 

“ Tius shall we best proclaim abroad 
The honors of our Saviour God ; 


When his salvation reigns within, 
And grace subdues the power of sin.” 


Here is “the living epistle,” and it will be read—it cannot 
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ail of being read; and when the world, as they look out upon 
the professed disciples of Christ, see the light and savor of their 
holiness so continually diffused—see the beauties of holiness 
beaming from their whole deportment, ‘“ they will be constrained, 
by what they thus behold, to glorify God in the day of visitation.” 
In this way, therefore, are Christians to ** hold forth the word of 
life,” by showing in their conduct what the word, believed and 
obeyed, can do; how it can renew, and spiritualize, and elevate, 
and inform the whole man, with the spirit of the Agent who in- 
spired it. 

‘3. Again: Christians are to hold forth the word of life by 
making direct efforts for the conversion of sinners. The first inquiry 
of the new-born soul is, “‘ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
And the reply is, Employ your personal energies in renovating 
this ruined world. As you have been called from darkness to 
light, endeavor thus to call others ; as you have been introduced 
to Jesus, introduce other souls to him. As angels rejoice over 
one sinner that repenteth, contribute to their joy. As “ he that 
converteth a sinner from the error of his ways shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins,” be faithful to 
that circle of impenitent acquaintances with which you are sur- 
rounded, and speak to them in behalf of Christ. ‘Hold forth 
the word ” to your darling child, your intimate friend, and your 
thoughtless neighbor, by kindly conversing with them with refer- 
ence to their spiritual state and prospects. Exhibit their guilt 
and danger; break up the foundations of every self-righteous sys- 
tem of hope; bring the objects of the future world near ; unfold 
the necessity and value of the atoning blood of Christ, and induce 
them to embrace him as their Saviour. Thus Andrew brought 
Peter. ‘ We have found,” said he, “ the Messias.’”” Thus the 
woman of Samaria brought her fellow-citizens: * Come, see a 
man that told me all that ever I did; is not this the Christ?” 
And thus thousands, by lending their individual and personal in- 
fluence to bring men to repentance, have, by the Divine blessing 
on their labors, been a sweet savor of Christ in their salvation. 

Christians are not released from the obligation to hold forth the 
word of life in this way. The institution of the gospel ministry 
does not absolve them. ‘He that heareth” is to “ say come,” 
as well as “ the Spirit and the bride.” This is expressly said. 
“ Am I my brother’s keeper?” was the impious exclamation ot 
a: murderer. No Christians can have Cain’s spirit; believing 
the Bible, and hence believing that their unregenerate friends and 
neighbors are under condemnation, and hastening to the pit 
where ‘the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever,” they 
will feel a deep interest in them; they will pray for them, and 
will speak to them in the voice of Christian counsel and affec- 
tionate entreaty. 
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When Christians thus “ hold forth the word of life”? very pow- 
erful is the effect. It is not regarded as the discharge of profes- 
sional duty; it can be resolved only into a solicitude perfectly 
justified by their belief, and legitimately flowing out of it. It is 
not public declamation ; it is not preaching at arm’s length: it 
is in private conference, fellow-man with fellow-man. Then it 
is, that truth comes warm, and comes in vital contact, and * the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” pricks the heart, 
and changes it from stone to flesh. 

Harlan Page remarked, that “‘he could never be left alone 
with an impenitent sinner, without feeling that he stood beside 
an immortal soul, whose salvation or damnation depended on the 
passing moment.” Hence he improved that moment; never af- 
ter could that sinner say, “No man has cared for my soul.” 
This was as it should be; this was true Christian devotedness ; 
this was “ holding forth the word of life;” and when all profess- 
ing Christians shall imitate this exemplary disciple, converts will 
multiply like “the drops of the morning !” 

I only add, that Christians are to hold forth the word of life by 
contributing of their substance to disseminate the gospel. It is a 
principle of their faith, that Christianity is universally to tri- 
umph. They are taught to pray in the name of their Master, 
that “ his kingdom may come,” and that “ his will may be done 
on earth, even as it is done in heaven.” ‘They are pointed to 
the field of the world as white for the harvest, and it devolves 
upon them to spread throughout this field the knowledge of their 
Saviour. This work requires their contributions. They are to 
‘hold forth the word of life,” by supporting the various socie- 
ties which are sending abroad that life. There are six hundred 
millions of degraded, brutalized heathen, who are dying at the 
rate of sixty thousand a day; and an appeal to Christians to 
evangelize and save them from perdition comes frum every 
mountain, and plain, and island, and sea. They are told that 
Christ died to redeem these souls from pollution and torment; 
they are told of their obligations to this Redeemer for dying 
for them—that he is entitled to the most zealous devotion of all 
their powers, to all they are and have ; they are told that they 
have solemnly professed and engaged to consecrate to him their 
influence and property ; they are told that there is no want of ac- 
cess to the heathen—that they await the impress of Christianity ; 
they are told that young men in the dew of their youth are wait- 
ing to be sentout as missionaries—that all which is now wanting 
are resources, and that “God loveth a cheerful giver.” Ap- 
peals are thus made to their compassion, gratitude and sense of 
duty, to spread the tidings of salvation over theearth. The 
are.thus called generously to “hold forth the word of life,” till 
the world shall be illumined by it. 
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By the church, my friends, “is to be made known the manifold 
wisdom of God.” By their pecuniary contributions, they are 
firmly, cordially, and unwearyingly to support every benevolent in- 
stitution and enterprise. This is the value of money, to be able by 
it to bring to those sitting in darkness the lamp of lite ; to unfold to 
them the secrets of the eternal mind, and the glories of redeeming 
love. Money, hoarded up, of what use is it? It is like a spring 
of water in some inaccessible cavern: the water is there, in its 
smooth basin, but whom does it benefit? Money, however, be- 
nevolently diffused, is like a spring bubbling up on some frequented 
hill-side, and rolling its bright current into the vale below: 
you can trace it by the luxuriant verdure upon its banks ; the 
animal draws from it, the bird dips his wing in it, and it re- 
freshes and invigorates the thirsty peasant. So with the streams 
of wealth, starting from the liberal Christian. They roll, and 
bless as they roll. ‘They go even to the desert and the wilder- 
ness, and these bud and blossom under their fertilizing power! 

We have thus, as it was proposed to do, considered the three 
branches of our subject: the liye, the word of life, and the modes 
in which this life should be held forth. A few remarks will close 
the discourse. And, 

1st. We see why sinners, on being converted and becoming Chris- 
tians, are not immediately taken to heaven. 

They might be taken there, and be happy there; the process 
of sanctification once begun in the soul being always completed 
at death. But they are detained for a season in this world, to 
subserve an important purpose. They are detained here to 
show the effect of a believed gospel in all the appropriate cir- 
cumstances of life. They are detained here to develop the 
results of that mighty change which has been wrought in them 
by the Spirit of God. They are detained bere as monuments of 
grace to put forth their principles, and by their profession, ex- 
ample, direct efforts and resources, to “ hold forth the word of 
life.’ Beyond dispute, this is the purpose for which they are 
expected to live. ‘Ye are the light of the world. Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. Ye are the salt of the 
earth.” Thus are Christians addressed by the Saviour himself. 
Having regenerated them by his Word and Spirit, and having 
himself departed from the earth till the time of the restitution of 
all things, he detains them here in his stead, living representa- 
tives of himself, living illustrations of the power of his gospel, 
persons whose active piety shall carry conviction and reformation 
to others. In this manner has he made it their exalted privilege 
and imperious duty to codperate with him. He on high, ‘head 
over all things to his Church,” interceding for them, protecting 
them, presenting their prayers and shedding down his Spirit; 
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and they on this his footstool, making the gospel their treasure 
and their guide, and inculcating its doctrines and precepts on their 
fellow-men. This is the organization of heaven, by which Satan 
is destined to be bound, sin exterminated, and by which Christi- 
anity, like a robe of glory, is to enwrap the globe. 
2d. Are you, my brethren and sisters, permit me to ask, accom- 
plishing the design of your Master in keeping you in this world? 
Let me make this inquiry, for it is a most important one! 
There can scarcely be a greater mistake than that you are 
brought within the inclosures of the Church simply to remain 
there; that your names are upon the roll of its members for the 
only purpose of swelling the catalogue. No; Christ has other 
and higher designs than this in your conversion unto himself. 
He converted you to use you as instruments of good; he made 
you chosen vessels, that you might be the bearers of salvation, 
He gathered you into a Church, in order that your several rays 
of grace, thus embodied, might radiate an intense and brilliant 
light. ‘I thank my God,” says Paul to the church at Rome, 
“that your faith 7s spoken of throughout the whole world.” 
‘‘ Spoken of,” 7. e., noted for its singularity as differing from that 
of the mass of mankind, celebrated every where! In this, that 
church was fulfilling the Divine purpose. They were ‘walking 
worthy the vocation wherewith they were called,” so that their 
religious influence was felt far and wide. ‘To recur again to the 
figure of the text, they were as a light-house. Like the colossal 
statue of Rhodes, in one of whose hands a light was placed, or 
like the ** Pharos” of Alexandria at the mouth of the Nile, both re- 
markable for their elevation and splendor, they “ held forth the 
word of life,” as a beacon against danger, and as a guide to the 
desired haven. This is the duty of every church. They are 
to have light, and this light is to shine. ‘Their lamps are to be 
kept trimmed and burning, or “he that walketh in the midst 
of the seven golden candlesticks” is, by their obscurity, dis- 
appointed and disgraced. Are you, my brethren, realizing the 
importance of this thing? Do all here who think themselves 
Christians make a public profession of the fact, or have they 
the ingratitude and hardihood to turn their backs on their cruci- 
fied Lord? Do all here who profess to be Christians realize the 
obligations which this profession devolves upon them—with what 
power it endows them for doing good or evil, and that, if they 
are not doing good, they are actually doing evil? Is your con- 
versation and example ‘as becometh the gospel of Christ”? Are 
you living as the spiritually alive among the dead, the pious 
among the profane, rebuking every form of sin by your holy and 
consistent walk? And feeling that ‘ you are not your own, but 
are bought with a price,” even with the riches of the blood of the 
beloved Lamb of God, are you giving, as God prospers you, to 
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further the interests and enlarge the boundaries of his kingdom? 
3d. Suffer me, in conclusion, dear hearers, to urge rt afresh upon 
you, to ‘hold forth the word of life.” 

*¢ We remember,” says one, * to have read a traveller’s conver- 
sation with the keeper of the light-house at Calais. The watchman 
was boasting of the brilliancy of his lantern, which can be seen 
ten leagues at sea, when the visitor said to him, ‘ What if one 
of the lights should chance to go out ? 

“«¢ Never! impossible!’ he cried, with a sort of consternation 
at the bare hypothesis. ‘Sir,’ said he, pointing to the ocean, 
‘yonder, where nothing can be seen, there are ships going by to 
every part of the world. If to-night one of my burners were out, 
within six months would come a letter—perhaps trom India, per- 
haps from America, perhaps from some place I never heard of— 
saying, such a night, at such an hour, the light of Calais burned 
dim; the watchman neglected his post, and vessels were in 
danger. Ah, sir, sometimes in the dark nights, in the stormy 
weather, I look out to sea, and I feel as if the eye of the whole 
world were looking at my light! Go out! burn dim! Oh! 
never.’ ” 

Was the keeper of this light-house so vigilant; did he feel 
so deeply the importance of his work and his responsibility ; and 
shall Christians neglect their light and allow it to grow dim? 
Grow dim when, for need of its bright shining, some poor soul 
struggling amid the waves of temptation may be dashed upon the 
rocks of destruction? No, by no means. Hold forth the word of 
life. This is the way to recommend religion; this is the way to 
bless your generation; this is the way to honor your Saviour; and, 
I may add, this is the way to assist and encourage your minister. 
“ Holding forth the word of life,” says the apostle; why? “that 
I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, nor 
labored in vain.” Nor labored in vain: the lovely lives of the 
pious bring down upon the seed scattered by their pastor a 
rain of righteousness. 

Oh, how much has been lost by our past neglect! How few 
have been reproved by our Christian deportment ; how many 
have derived a license to sin from our untender walk ; how little 
have we done for Him whose praises we expect to shout for ever 
and ever! ‘Let past ingratitude provoke our weeping eyes.” 
What if we had wantonly put out the light of a light-house, and 
as a consequence many vessels with their crews had gone to 

ieces upon the rocks? We could weep then. But have we not 
in a spiritual sense done this, by allowing the brightness of our 
Christian character to be so obscured? Have we not reason to 
fear that by our remissness in duty, our unfaithfulness to our 
Lord, many souls have been wrecked for eternity, who are 
now, and ever will be, amidst the breakers of fire? 
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“For sadder sight the eye can know 
Than proud bark lost, or seaman’s woe, 
Or battle fire, or tempest cloud, 

Or prey bird's shriek, or ocean’s shroud— 
The shipwreck of the soul!” 


Oh, resolve, disciples of Jesus, to live differently, and “ hold 
forth the word of life!” The world expects it of you. Angels 
expect itof you. God the Father expects it of you. The blood 
of Calvary expects it of you! 





SERMON DLXXXI. 


BY REV. GEORGE THACHER, 


PASTOR OF THE ALLEN STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW-YORK,. 


THIRSTING FOR GOD. 


“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God, 
“ My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before 
God ?”—Psa.m xlii, 1, 2. 


One of the most appalling truths that ever flash on the mind 
of a sinner awakened to the tremendous realities of religion, is his 
distant and perilous estrangement from God. Answering to this, 
one of the most powerful attractions experienced by the convert 
is that which inclines him to withdraw from the reach of earthly 
influences, and seek that Divine Presence which before he had 
carefully shunned. To the truth of this remark the conscious- 
ness of every renewed soul must bear unequivocal testimony ; 
for the very idea of conversion implies a voluntary forsaking 
of the world and turning unto God, or a cheerful yielding of 
one’s self to some inviting influence emanating from God. And 
this influence, whatever it be, holds its subject ever after in a 
willing captivity, and draws him continually nearer and nearer 
to the Infinite One. In other words, the child of God has a con- 
scious tendency towards his heavenly Father, an uprising of 
the soul towards him, which, notwithstanding all its interruptions 
and abatements, never wholly loses its power, and at times 
seems to elevate his spirit into actual communion with his 
Maker. 

It was under the power of this Divine attraction that the 
Psalmist exclaimed, in the words of our text, “ As the hart pant- 
eth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul afier thee, O God. 
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My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come 
and appear before God ?” 

In the present discourse it is proposed to treat of that part of 
the Christian’s experience which is called, in the expressive lan- 
guage of David, 

THIRSTING FOR GOD. 


This interesting theme will be sufficiently elucidated by con- 
sidering — 

I. The causes of this spiritual thirst ; and 

Il. The means of gratifying tt. 

I. Of the causes of the renewed soul’s longing for God, we 
may name, 

1. Admiration of the Divine Attributes. 

The human mind unsanctified commonly, if not always, takes 
a repulsive view of God. This is owing to the enmity of the 
heart operating on the intellect, and causing it to contemplate 
Jehovah in a false light. Looking at God from the position of a 
rebel, the individual’s vision is discolored by selfishness and 
prejudice, so that his whole conception of the Divine Being be- 
comes not only untrue but altogether unlovely. 

But the Christian loves his Maker, and hence is disposed to 
discover the beauty and glory which adorn his Maker’s charac- 
ter. Consequently he does in fact behold, in all the Divine self- 
manifestations, somewhat that is attractive and admirable, and 
by this means forms an idea of God as possessed of every 
quality that can render him glorious and adorable in the view of 
his creatures. 

Now this admiration of the perfections of God, whatever its 
degree, naturally awakens a desire for clearer and more magnifi- 
cent views of those perfections. Hence it is that the thoughtful 
and spiritual Christian finds himself thirsting for fuller displays 
of the Divine attributes, and praying, in the words of Moses, 
“JT beseech thee, show me thy glory.” Of all the beautiful 
and charming objects that attract his bodily or his mental eye, 
there is not one by any means so rich and ravishing as that sub- 
lime and perfect Being whose radiant glories shine forth from 
every part of his universal empire. The infinite variety of phe- — 
nomena in the natural world, so valuable for their utility, and so 
marvellous for their beauty and grandeur, are a source of happi- 
ness to the Christian, chiefly because he here perceives the 
adorable attributes of nature’s Author. And the complex being 
of man, admirable as it is in itself, is infinitely more so as a 
development of the power and wisdom and goodness of God. 
The stupendous plan of redemption, too, although unspeakably 
and eternally valuable to the believer for the personal benefits 
he derives therefrom, (as a sinner saved by grace,) and for that 
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reason worthy of his highest admiration, is also transcendently 
delightful as an exhibition of the glories of Him who formed that 
plan in the counsels of eternity. But the Being who is thus 
revealing himself on every side, in forms of wisdom and beauty 
and love, makes the Christian long to see more of his superlative 
excellency, and excites within his breast an irrepressible desire 
to stand, and gaze, and adore, in the unveiled presence of the 
Heavenly Majesty. 

2. A second cause of the Christian’s thirsting for God is found 
in his love for the Divine Being. We do not of course love every 
thing we admire. But in the case of the Christian, admiration 
and affection for God always co-exist. Yet the two states of 
mind are distinct, and each one is a separate cord drawing the 
saint upward to the bosom of his heavenly Father. As the 
beauty and glory of the Divine attributes inspire a longing after 
God, so does love. But love is much the stronger influence. 
Admiration of God is the gratification of the natural sentiment 
of taste—a pleasure like that which we derive from viewing a 
master-piece of art; and this admiration would doubtless be felt 
by every human being, could he be brought to contemplate the 
Divine perfections apart from his relations to the Divine govern- 
ment as a sinner. But love to God is a very different thing. 
It has reference to no one property or attribute in particular, 
but to the whole being of Jehovah. It is a certain sweet com- 
placency in God, a delightful satisfaction in him as suited to the 
nature and wants of the soul. It implies that the soul sympa- 
thizes with God, and is happy in him as a friend whose natural 
and moral qualities it approves and loves to contemplate. Love 
signifies an indefinable union to the object of affection, which 
union, although indefinable, is conscious, heartfelt, voluntarily 
perpetuated, and blissful. The abstract nature of the emotion 
is the same in all cases of cordial attachment between intelligent 
beings, however it may differ in intensity, or in its moral quality. 
It always has the property, if circumstances admit, of drawing 
the person loving into the society of the person loved. In the 
instance before us, the renewed man is habitually attracted 
towards his God by the mysterious power of a holy affection. 
He longs for the Divine presence, that he may sit and gaze on 
Him whom his soul loveth. He thirsts for communion with God, 
that he may indulge in that free and delightful outpouring of 
heart before him, which so refreshes the spirit of a sympathetic 
being. He deeply desires a smile of love from Him whose favor 
he deems better than life. He feels that the society of the perfect 
God would render him happy to the extent of his capacity; that 
companionship with God would be consummate bliss. Unsanc- 
tified men are charmed by the inferior objects of earth, by 
wealth, honor, pleasure, or some endeared fellow-creature. 
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But the Christian’s heart inclines to God as his source of 
supreme delight. Under the power of temptation he may seem 
for a season to forget his Maker, and to be insensible to his most 
sweet attractions. But he will assuredly break away from the 
evil snare, and rise again to luxuriate in the presence and fellow- 
ship of Jehovah. He cannot be long detained from this fountain 
of pure and heavenly joy. Absence from Him on whom his 
best affections rest embitters existence, and makes him cry out, 
as David did, ‘“* My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 
when shall I come and appear before God ?” 

8. This thirsting for God often arises from a lively sense of 
Divine goodness in the dispensation of both temporal and spiritual 
benefits. 

Under the teaching of the Word and Spirit of God, the Chris- 
tian learns to regard all his blessings as the fruit of the loving- 
kindness of the Lord. From the same sources he also learns 
his own utter unworthiness, and the infinite exaltation and 
adorableness of the Giver. And these considerations all com- 
bine to form in his mind the most enlarged idea of Jehovah’s 
love to him. That such a being as God should grant even the 
smallest favor to so guilty a creature as himself is amazing ; but 
the pouring of an unbroken stream of mercy and tenderness on 
him, from the cradle to the grave, is love that surpasses all 

wer of description. But if the blessings strewn along the 
daily paths of life are so unspeakable, how can the gift of eter- 
nal salvation be adequately expressed? Now, all this goodness 
of God causes the Christian’s heart to swell with the liveliest 
gratitude to the infinite Author of his happiness. But gratitude 
demands expression, and awakens a strong desire to behold the 
beloved benefactor. Accordingly, the grateful heart of the 
Christian thirsts for the presence of his bountiful and most gra- 
cious God, that he may praise him for his matchless love, and 
enjoy a near vision of his transcendent excellence. What Chris- 
tian is he who does not delight to bow before his Maker, and 
offer up to him the most warm-hearted thanksgiving for his 
unmeasured munificence? What Christian is he who has not, 
at least occasionally, an intense long'ng to sce that wonderful God 
who, although seated on the throne of supreme dominion, yet 
deigns to notice and bless the sinful children of men of whom 
he is one ? 

4. The thirsting for God of which we are treating often springs 
from the Christian’s deep sense of his wants as a sinner. 

Of every true child of God these three things may be affirmed: 
he feels his guilt in the sight of God; he hates his sins; he finds 
he pursuit of holiness an arduous and sometimes a discouraging 
work. 

Impelled onward to a stern conflict with every kind of iniquity, 
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he makes alarming discoveries of his own guilt and weakness, 
and so learns his great need of help from the Lord his strength, 
He is conscious indeed of an unfeigned love of holiness, but, alas! 
the remains of his former depravity, and that moral weakness 
which depravity has induced, retard his progress towards that 
heavenly perfection for which he toils, and so oppress his heart as 
to elicit many a deep-drawn sigh for the presence and communion 
of God. He cannot relinquish the hope of attaining holiness and 
heaven; but so busy and artful is the infernal tempter, so many 
and powerful are his inward corruptions, so feeble are his pur- 
poses, and so multiplied and various the evil influences of the 
world, that he is too often forced almost to despair of success, and 
to feel that, if saved at all, he will be only scarcely saved. But 
in the midst of all his darkness and despondency, the Holy 
Ghost, whose temple he is, directs his thoughts to God, and re- 
minds him that help may be found in Him. And most ardently 
does he thirst for the comfort which the presence of his Maker 
will afford. Most sincerely can he adopt the sentiment of the 
hymn: 
“Oh that I knew the sacred place 
Where I might fiud my God! 


Td spread my wants before his face, 
And pour my woes abroad. 


*T’d tell him how my sins arise, 
What sorrows I sustain; 
How grace decays, and comfort dies, 
And leaves my heart in pain,” 


He is sinful and imperfect, but that God to whom he lifts his 
longing eyes is absolutely holy, and has boundless strength. In 
the mere thought of such a Being he finds his courage and 
strength renewed ; but if he could approach the very presence 
of Jehovah and tell him of his numberless sorrows, then, he thinks, 
he would find a complete and sweet relief from all his troubles. 
Hence he thus addresses himself: ‘* My soul, wait thou only upon 
God, for all my expectation is from him. Thou art nothing but a 
poor, feeble, guilty thing, and must perish if left alone ; but th 
God will sustain thee and comfort thee, if thou wilt but look to 
him with persevering faith. Hope thou in God, O my soul, and 
speedily he will shed about thee the rays of his presence, and 
satisfy thy deep and ardent thirst.” 

5. The Christian’s thirsting for God is frequently produced 
by a conviction of the inadequacy of his inward sources of happi- 
ness, and of the unsatisfying nature of all sublunary enjoyments. 
Conscious of deep cravings, he yet plainly sees that in himself 
there would be nothing equal to his wants, even if his nature 
had not been impaired by sin. Still more unable is he to satisfy 
his desires, now that all his powers are vitiated by his par- 
ticipation in the universal sinfulness of our race. Neither as 
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he is, nor as he will be when made perfect, can he supply the 
Jarge demands of his soul for happiness. He knows he cannot 
be fully satisfied in himself, however his powers may expand in 
the progress of his existence. God has endowed him with capa- 
cities for enjoyment which no internal resources can ever fill up. 
But his external means of happiness are equally insufficient— 
far from commensurate with his wants. Nothing on earth can 
make him completely blessed. No means of sensual pleasure, 
no intellectual treasures and employments, no social institutions, 
no one of all the comforts and joys of this life, nor all of them 
most felicitously combined and made as permanent as his own 
existence, can by any possibility meet the demands of his soul, 
and obliterate all sense of want. These things will render him 
happy in a degree, but he longs for something in addition to them 
all. God has made him for some other, higher enjoyment, and 
he has discovered the fact by his own experience. 

On both these accounts, then, because of the limited resources 
of his own nature, and because of the comparative emptiness of 
all earthly pleasures, he thirsts for God as the only exhaustless 
fountain of delight. In Him he knows there is a fulness of high 
and holy blessedness which the universe besides cannot afford. 
Therefore he panteth after God. He longs with an intense out- 
going of soul for the presence, fellowship, smiles, and love of 
his Divine Parent, as the only objects within the entire range of 
created and uncreated things that can actually satisfy his im- 
mortal desires. He feels that he was made to be happy, su- 
premely happy, in God, and to be miserable without God, even 
though he were owner of the world. Therefore, when led away 
from this fountain of living waters by the force of some evil pro- 
pensity, as he returns from his waywardness he is pained not only 
by keen remorse for his iniquity, but by bitter self-reproach and 
shame for his folly, because a little reflection would have taught 
him that to wander from God a single step, is to leave the most 
pure and exalted joy for the beggarly elements of wretchedness: 
and woe. And all such experience should serve to bind him more 
closely to his Maker, cause him to dwell more constantly under 
the shadow of His wings, and to derive his most delightful plea- 
sures from that communion with God which is freely allowed to. 
every faithful follower of Christ. ; 

6. This thirsting for God is a consequence of the afflictions 
which the Christian is called to endure. 

It is an ordinance of God that every child of Adam, the Cbris- 
tian as well as others, shall suffer many sorrows. They are 
incident to every sphere of life ; no combination of circumstances 
can exclude them,—no forethought, care, and prudence can fore- 
stall them. But afflictions, although as keenly felt by him as by 
other men, cause the Christian to look upward to God for con- 
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solation and relief. He does not, indeed, undervalue human 
sympathy and aid, nor is he unaffected by the consideration that 
his sufferings will in due time come to an end. He knows that 
the richest balm for all his sorrows is in God, and that the Di- 
vine Physician can make even his wounds and bruises a means 
of health and vigor. Therefore he greatly desires to be admitted 
into communion with Jehovah, in order to find rest and refresh- 
ment from the weariness of life, alleviation of all his woes, and 
grace to turn them to the profit of his soul. He doubts not that 
God sympathizes in his trials far more deeply than his fellow- 
men, that he understands the nature and degree of all human 
misery, that he is a compassionate Father especially to the 
children of his grace, and that he is infinitely skilful in healing 
the griefs of the broken spirit. Hence he thirsts for God. 

Affliction also forcibly reminds the Christian of his sins, 
humbles him in view of them, and so brings him to God in con- 
fession and supplication, aud the most sincere and earnest expres- 
-sions of sorrow, faith, and love. 

Affliction, too, recalls the earthly sufferings of the blessed 
Saviour, and melts the heart by affecting remembrances of that 
redeeming love which made him willing to undergo such deep 
and dreadful woes for the sake of sinners worthy to perish. 

Such, then, are some of the causes from which result that 
powerful longing of the renewed soul which the pious Psalmist 
styles ‘‘ panting, or thirsting, after God.” 

II. Let us now proceed to the other main division of the sub- 

_ject, and consider the means by which the Christian seeks to 
gratify this spiritual tharst. , 

On this topic we remark in general that the Christian resorts, 
for the purpose now stated, to all those modes of communion 
with God which Scripture and an enlightened and sanctified 
reason suggest. Among them are— 

1. The studious reading of God’s Word. The Bible is a reve- 
lation of Jehovah to man, and as such is to be regarded as the 
voice of the Deity whispering in the ears of his earthly creatures. 
In this book are made known the perfect will of God, and the 

“way of salvation ; andin these, so fully set forth as they are, there 
may be seen reflected the glorious image of the Creator. The 
‘Christian, then, studying the Word of inspiration in all its parts 
-and mutual connections, with that spirit which prompted the lan- 
-guage of our text, will feel that he is having intercourse with 
‘God, that he is looking in on the Divine mind, and reading the 
*wonderful workings of that mind towards the children of men. 
As he discovers a new doctrine, or takes a novel view of a fa- 
miliar one, his heart is delighted with the discovery, as reveal- 
ing to him fresh knowledge of his adorable God. Nor does the 
-study grow irksome, for while it gratifies his thirsting for God, it 
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also increases it, and leads him on to a more thoughtful and ear- 
nest perusal of a volume so full of the excellent glory of Jehovah. 
From day to day and from year to year he learns more and more 
of the boundless depth of truth therein contained, every particle 
of which pertains to that blessed Being whom his soul loves, and 
concerning whom he desires to know all that is to be known. 
As he gazes on the sacred page, the Divine likeness becomes 
continually more and more distinct, and beautiful, and lovely, 
and ineffably glorious, far transcending in every feature all that 
he had ever conceived as possible to exist even in the perfec- 
tions of a God. But, 

2. The Christian indulges his thirst for God in the ezercise 
of devout and holy contemplution, apart from the perusal of 
Scripture. He sometimes meditates, as did David, in the night 
watches, and inflames his soul with a heavenly fire by musing 
on the Divine glories when sleep and darkness have removed all 
disturbing causes. He also studies the works of God in nature, 
and in every thing sees some manifestation of the wisdom, or 
goodness, or power, or mysterious sovereignty of the Eternal 
Creator. He carefully observes the providence of God, and is ledto 
wonder at the Divine skill in bringing good out of evil, in accom- 
plishing his own plans in spite of the selfish indifference or oppo- 
sition of men, in answering the prayers of his people, in prosper- 
ing Zion, and in all things promoting his own glory. The Chris- 
tian who has a cultivated mind will often exercise his imagina- 
tion in meditating on God, and thus invest him with a radiance 
and beauty which does not appear to one who fails to employ 
this faculty of the soul. In some favored hour he will steal 
away from society, banish from his thoughts all worldly cares 
and pleasures, and give himself up without restraint to those 
sublime and ravishing views of God—his God and Father— 
which a skilful fancy, guided by reason and Scripture, pictures 
before the mind. Not that he embellishes his conception of God 
with any fictitious adornment, by means of imagination, but only 
obtains a far more vivid idea of those qualities and attributes 
which the Bible warrants him to ascribe io God. 

3. The Christian allays his thirst for God by prayer and praise. 
In these services he draws nigh to the presence of the Lord, 
and addresses him as it were face to face, and has some- 
times such a sense of the Divine presence as overpowers his soul 
with awe, or elevates it with rapturous emotion, or diffuses 
through his mind a calm and holy joy, like that which perades 
the society of heaven. At the throne of grace, too, he receives 
an increase of spiritual strength, and from time to time finds all 
his Christian virtues acquiring new vigor and stability. In the 
closet he gives unrestrained freedom to the struggling feelings of 
his breast, and enjoys sweet relief in thus unburdening his mind 
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before his covenant-keeping God. At the family altar and in the 
prayer-meeting, he experiences solid delight in the communion 
of his spirit with the Holy Comforter. But not at these places 
alone does the saint satisfy the panting of his soul for the Divine 
presence. In the sanctuary he meets his God, who delights 
there to manifest his mercy and love to his humble worshippers. 
The house of the Lord is hallowed in the mind of the Christian 
by the most sacred and delightful associations. It is a holy place; 
it always wears an air of solemnity, always reminds him of the 
Infinite Being to whose honor it was erected, and brings up to 
view the blissful relation which he sustains to that Being as his 
adorable Sovereign and Parent. It was doubtless in reference to 
the temple at Jerusalem that the Psalmist penned the text. At 
the time he wrote it, he was an exile from the holy city, far re- 
moved from the house of the Lord; and in remembrance of the 
sweet spiritual refreshment he had there so often enjoyed, he 
felt his soul burning to stand again within its consecrated walls, 
and to join in its beautiful, impressive, and holy worship. And 
thus it is with every devout child of God: he is glad to enter 
the courts of the Lord’s house with thanksgiving and praise, be- 
cause in so doing the wants of his soul are satisfied; he is quick- 
ened and made joyful by the holy services there performed. 

4. The Christian who truly thirsts for God will carefully 
avoid sin, \est by committing it he should grieve God to with- 
draw his presence and leave him in darkness and sorrow. 

5. The Christian thirsting for God, not by any means fully 
satisfied with the manifestations of God to his soul in the Bible, 
in contemplation, and in worship, and sensible that his thirst can 
be perfectly gratified only in heaven, keeps his eye and his heart 
steadfastly fixed on that world, and labors habitually to attain to 
an everlasting residence there. For there he knows that all hin- 
drances to communion with God will be for ever removed, and 
that every redeemed spirit will enjoy a clear and most beatific 
vision of the Eternal, and a full realization of all those hopes 
which the inspired Word awakens in the believer’s breast. There 
the soul, made perfect in the likeness of Jehovah, will be capa- 
citated to receive and enjoy all the fulness of God for ever. 

In bringing this discourse to a close, it may be remarked, 

1st. That if any professor of religion has not something of 
the spirit which has now been described, he is deceiving him- 
self, for it is absolutely inseparable from true piety. No human 
soul can be brought into union with God by faith in Christ, with- 
out experiencing some active desires for sensible communion 
with his Maker, and this is thirsting after God. 

2d. The subject we have been considering gives us an ex- 
alted view of the mediatorial work of the Redeemer. For it is 
by virtue of his atonement alone that the soul is ever made to 





— 


atten ant 26 Gh 6 








RIVETED TO CHRIST. 213 


thirst for God, or that this holy thirst can be at all gratified. But 
for him, men would never have seen God in such a light as to be 
won by his attractions, nor have cherished towards him sincere 
affection, nor have had any of that inward spiritual experience 
which causes them to pant after God. Nor would there have 
been any possible way of access by which the soul could ap- 
proach its Maker, and be happy in his presence and in the mani- 
festations of his infinite glories. But now every believer has free 
admission to the throne of grace, and unlimited sources of bliss 
in God, even while in the flesh, and can anticipate with assu- 
rance the hour of full communion with Him in the midst of his 
unveiled perfections in heaven. Once the Christian was like a 
star that has left its orbit and shot away from the sphere of its 
sun’s attraction into regions of darkness and chaos ; now he is 
like that star brought back to its appointed place in the vast 
system to revolve again in harmony with its fellow-satellites 
around the great central orb, to derive light and heat from the 
rays which it sends forth. 

Finally, may no one be unmindful of the vast difference be- 
tween thirsting for God now, and thirsting for a drop of water in 
the world of despair. The one is a means of the most exalted 
and satisfying pleasure enjoyed by mortals, and a sure pledge of 
perfect and immortal happiness in heaven ; the other is a raging 
fever that never can be slaked, but must burn on and consume 
the soul for ever with its unquenchable fires. ‘Take care, then, O 
cold-hearted professor and thoughtless sinner, lest by your indif- ° 
ference to God now, you shut yourselves out for ever from all 
those fountains of bliss which can meet the wants of your undy- 
ing souls in eternity. Acquaint yourselves with God, and be 
joined to Him in bonds of everlasting love, that He may be your 
portion and joy while your existence shall endure. 





RIVETED TO CHRIST. 


Curist is a foundation—the foundation of our hope, of our 
peace, of our salvation; the foundation of all true worship, of 
all true access to God ; the foundation of that spiritual temple 
which Jehovah is rearing to himself amid the ruins of the fall. 
He is the only foundation ; the foundation that the Lord himself 
has laid forthe hopes of a perishing world. He is the corner- 
stone—the support and the connection of the whole building—the 
chief corner-stone, chosen, tried, precious, sure, adjusted by in- 
finite wisdom and infinite power to its position of honor, of 
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strength, and of beauty, in the stupendous work of man’s re- 
demption. 

Am I built on this foundation? Men may disallow it, but God 
has chosen it, and it shall stand. Have | then chosen it as my 
foundation? DoT rest upon it as my confidence and support ? 
Am I cemented to this foundation, riveted to it, so that all my 
interests are consolidated with the interests of Christ? ‘ Think 
it not enough,” says the excellent Leighton, ‘think it not enough 
that you know this stone is laid, but see whether you are built 
on it by faith. The multitude of imaginary believers lie round 
about it, but they are never the better nor the surer for that, any 
more than stones that lie loose in heaps near unto a foundation, but 
are not joined to it. There is no benefit to us by Christ, without 
union with him; no comfort in his riches, without an interest in 
them, and a title to them, by virtue of that union. ‘This union 
is the spring of all spiritual consolations.. And faith, by which 
we are thus united, is a Divine work. ‘He that laid this founda- 
tion in Sion with his own hand, works likewise, with the same 
hand, faith in the heart, by which it is knit to this corner-stone.” 
Yes, faith is the cement that unites the soul to this sure founda- 
tion—the ethereal link that binds it evermore to Christ. ‘To 
whom coming as to a living stone,. . . . ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house.” 

Have I this faith? ‘To you who believe he is precious”—an 
object of honor and esteem. Is Christ precious to me? Is he 
not only an object of fitful admiration and affection—as when 
his attractions are portrayed in eloquent discourse—but is he 
precious, my only honor, my ever chief delight? Then am I 
built on him by faith; then may I claim that blessed promise, 
‘‘ He that believeth on him shall not be confounded—shall not 
make | aste.”” Then all my interests are safe; then J am safe 
—for ever safe. 

In the far South there is a river which, ordinarily still and 
shallow, in the spring time is swollen by heavy rains or melted 
snow from the mountains, and whose sudden freshets devastate 
the whole country through which it flows. I have heard that one 
who wished to avail himself of this stream for manufacturing 
purposes, selected a site for his building where the foundation 
was of living rock; this rock was drilled at various points to the 
depth of several inches, huge stones selected and shaped with care 
were then laid upon it in cement, each stone being furnished also 
with iron bolts that fitted into the sockets prepared in the foun- 
dation, and were there soldered by fused metal; thus was each 
stone bolted to its fellow, and the whole to the foundation. The 
neighbors lauglied at such pains-taking and expense, and in their 
improvident way thought it better to take the risk of a freshet. 
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To what purpose was a pyramid of granite built, beside a shal- 
low summer rill? The next spring there came a freshet of un- 
precedented suddenness and force. Wide the torrent overflowed 
its banks, sweeping down plantations, fences, trees, huts, houses, 
with: appalling devastation. The occupants fled in dismay ; con- 
founded at the sudden ruin, they made haste to escape for their 
lives. Meanwhile, the workmen of this factory pursued their 
customary labors within its walls; from the windows they saw 
the roaring flood, the crashing trees and buildings, the torrent of 
destruction rolling by; yet they felt no alarm, they were not con- 
founded with surprise, they were not agitated by one anxious 
thought, they did not make haste to secure their safety by flight; 
they knew that they were safe—nowhere could they be safer 
than there, founded on the rock, bolted to the rock. Thus it is 
with the soul that is built on Christ. Secure in him, it cannot 
know a fear. No danger can surprise it, no agitation or alarm 
can disturb its peace. It shall not make haste, it shall not ask, 
Whither shall I flee?—for only where it is, can it be safe. 
“They that are disappointed and ashamed in their hopes, run to 
and fro, and seek after some new resource. The believing soul 
makes haste ¢o Christ, but it never finds cause to hasten from 
him. . . . Such times may come as will shake all other 
supports, but this holds out against all—though the earth be removed, 
yet will not we fear. ‘Though the frame of the world were crack- 
ing about a man’s ears, he may hear it unaffrighted who is built 
on this foundation. And in that great day wherein all faces shall 
gather blackness and be filled with confusion, that have neglected 
to make Christ their stay when he was offered them, then it shall 
appear how happy they are who have trusted in him; they 
shall not be confounded, but shall lift up their faces and be acquitted 
in him.” 

Come then, my soul, and join thyself to Christ alone. Build 
upon this sure foundation, and rivet thyself and thine immortal 
destiny to Christ, by every tie of gratitude and affection, with 
every fibre of thy being. Be not content to have believed in Him, 
to have built upon Him thy hope, but daily by new bonds rivet 
thyself to this living and eternal rock. In thy morning medita- 
tions, let some new aspect of Christ, some new application of 
Christ, some new adaptation of his words and his life to thy con- 
dition and thy wants, be as a burning bolt of love to bind thee 
unto Him, and let the glow of devotion at eventide, the grateful 
remembrance of what Christ hath been to thee this day, weld 
and clinch that bolt for ever. 

Oh, let me be established on the rock! Then shall I be firm 
in every trial, in every conflict, in every temptation ; then when 
the cold, dark waters of death shall rise about me, I shall not be 
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confounded ; though they gurgle in my ears, and chill the life- 
blood in my heart, yet I shall touch bottom all the way, shall 
feel the rock beneath my feet, and shall emerge upon the crystal 
pavement on the other side.—N. Y. Independent. 





INFLUENCE. 


As, in the external and visible world, the fall of a pebble agi- 
tates, not perceptibly indeed, yet really, the whole mass of the 
earth ; thus in the world of morals every act of every spirit is 
telling upon the whole system of mora] beings to which God has 
bound him. No man leaves the world in all things such as he 
found it. The habits which he was instrumental in forming may 
go on from century to century, an heir-loom for good or for evil, 
doing their work of misery or of happiness, blasting or blessing 
the country that has now lost all records of his memory. In 
the case of some, this influence is most sensible. Every age 
beholds and owns their power. Such men have lived. The 
Church yet feels throughout all lands the influence of the thoughts 
that passed, perhaps in the solitude of midnight, through the 
bosom of Paul, as he sat in the shadows of his prison, an old 
and unbefriended man; thoughts which, lifting his manacled 
hands, he spread in his epistles before the eyes of men, there to 
remain for ever. They feel the effect of the pious meditations 
of David while roaming on the hiil-side, an humble shepherd 
lad; of the family piety of Abraham, and of the religious nurture 
that trained up the infancy of Moses. Every nation is affected 
at this moment by the moral power that emanated from the de- 
spised Noah, as that preacher of righteousness sat among his 
family, perhaps dejected and faint with unsuccessful toil, teach- 
ing them to call upon God, when all the families of the earth be- 
sides had forgotten him. And if the mind, taking its flight from 
the narrow precincts of these walls, were to wander abroad along 
the peopled highways, and to the farthest hamlets of our own 
land, and, passing the seas, to traverse distant realms and bar- 
barous coasts, every man whom its travels met, nay, every be- 
ing of human mould that has ever trodden this earth in earlier 
ages, or that is now to be found among its moving myriads, has 
felt or is feeling the influence of the thoughts of a solitary woman, 
who, centuries since, stood debating the claims of conscience and 


of sin amid the verdant glories of the yet unforfeited paradise. 
— Williams. 








